[Coronary reoperation--report of 16 cases].
Between January 1975 and July 1992, coronary artery reoperation was performed in 16 of 333 patients who had undergone primary bypass grafting. The interval between the operations ranged from 2 to 147 months. Reoperation was done within one year in two patients, within one to five years in five patients and after more than five years in nine patients. The mean number of bypass grafts was 2.31 per patient in the first operation and 1.75 in the reoperation. The main reasons for the reoperation were an occlusion of the graft in 12 cases and both graft occlusion and new coronary artery disease in 3 cases. In one other case, an emergency right coronary bypass graft done for an acute occlusion during PTCA to an area of right coronary artery stenosis 13 months after two bypass graftings to the LAD and circumflex coronary artery. Fourteen cases had vein graft disease bypassed to the LAD or new coronary artery disease in the LAD and required reoperations of the LAD. In the case with a recurrence of myocardial ischemia after coronary bypass surgery and with bypass grafts to the LAD that were patent, there were no cases requiring reoperation. These findings demonstrate that patency of the grafts to the LAD is an important factor for reoperation after myocardial revascularization surgery.